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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to thank you for your support in following the COVID-19 guidance during this first half 
term. With your support, we have managed to significantly reduce the number of cases in school and 
at the time of writing, the number of cases is in single figures. However, in order to keep everyone 
safe and minimise the disruption to student’s education, we all need to adhere to the COVID -19 safety 
precautions and nor become complacent. 
I am writing to remind you of the safety measures we all need to follow and to update you on changes 
to the guidance. 
 
Face Coverings 
Due to the significant reduction in cases, face coverings do not now need to be worn in classrooms. 
However, students and staff must wear them on corridors, in social areas and on school transport 
unless they are exempt. This is because these areas can become crowded and there is limited 
ventilation. Students may continue to wear face coverings in classrooms if they wish to do so. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
There is no doubt that one of major factors in reducing the number of cases in school was the lateral 
flow testing that was done at home and removed people who were positive from the school 
community and reduced transmission. Thank you to all parents, carers and students for doing this. 
Please can ask you to continue to do this twice weekly home testing as it really does make a difference. 
If you would like your child to be tested at school please contact us and we can arrange this. 
 
Revised Household Contact Guidance 
Cumbria Public Health has issued revised guidance for household contacts of positive cases which will 
be reviewed in two weeks 
Children aged 4 and under 
Parents of children aged 4 and under who are household contacts of a positive case should be asked 
to keep them at home for 5 days, starting from the onset of symptoms in the household contact who 
has tested positive (or test date if the positive case had no symptoms). They should only have a PCR 
test if they develop symptoms of COVID-19. 
Children and young people between the ages of 5 and 18+6 months 
Children and young people between the ages of 5 and 18+6 months (unless exempt – see below), who 
are household contacts of a positive case, should be advised to stay at home. Five days following the 
onset of symptoms in the household contact who has tested positive (or test date if the positive case 
had no symptoms), the close contact child should get a PCR test. If this is negative, they can return to 
the setting, but should isolate again immediately and get another test if they develop symptoms of 
COVID-19 at a later date. 
 
Exemptions 
The groups exempt from this advice and able to continue to attend the setting when identified as a 
household contact of a positive case are: 

 Any child or young person who has had at least one dose of the vaccine more than 14 days 
ago 

 Any child or young person who has tested positive for COVID-19 themselves via a PCR test 
within the past 90 days. 



 Where there are significant concerns about the impact of exclusion on the child or young 
person, and a risk assessment indicates that the risks of exclusion to the individual child 
outweigh the wider benefits. 

 
COVID-19 Vaccinations 
The planned date for Caldew students to receive their COVID-19 vaccinations is Monday 1st November. 
Only students whose parents or carers have consented and returned the form by the deadline will be 
given a vaccination. Please note that the vaccination programme is planned and run by the Schools 
Immunisation Service and NOT by the school. This means that we have no control over the date or 
organisation of the vaccination programme. 
 
Additional Bank Holiday 
Due to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, there will be an additional bank holiday this year. As this falls in 
June half-term schools the Government has said that schools must take this day at another time. 
Caldew will be taking this additional bank holiday on Friday 17th December, which is in line with the 
Local Authority date. This means that the last day of the Autumn term will be Thursday 16th December. 
 
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact you in advance for your support and 
cooperation. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Vicki Jackson 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


